
Universal Waste

Description

Universal Wastes are a special family of wastes which are regulated differently from the rules
governing hazardous waste. There are three types of Universal Waste which are commonly generated
in University of Florida workplaces:

Rechargeable Batteries

Includes all types of rechargeable batteries (of any size), car batteries, batteries removed from
Uninterrupted Power Supplies (“UPSs”), batteries containing toxic heavy metals such as lead or
cadmium, Nickel Metal Hydride batteries, and Lithium Ion batteries
Does not include alkaline batteries, which may be disposed of as normal trash
Place batteries in a rigid outer container such as a box or bucket
Label as “Universal Waste-Batteries”
Write accumulation start date on label; recycle through EH&S within one year

Mercury-Containing Lamps

Includes all types of fluorescent bulbs (including compacts), high-intensity bulbs (“HIDs”),
Mercury lamps, UV bulbs, projector bulbs, and U-tube or circular bulbs
Does not include incandescent bulbs, which may be disposed of as normal trash
Place bulbs/lamps in a rigid outer container such as a box or bucket
Label as “Universal Waste-Mercury Containing Lamps”
Write accumulation start date on label; recycle through EH&S within one year

Mercury-Containing Devices

Includes mercury-containing thermometers, thermostats, manometers, sphygmomanometers,



mercury switches, and mercury tube control devices
Place device in a rigid outer container such as a box or bucket
Contain broken devices in a sealable plastic bag within the rigid outer container to prevent
Mercury spillage
Label as “Universal Waste- Mercury Containing Devices”
Place device in a rigid outer container such as a box or bucket
Write accumulation start date on label; recycle through EH&S within one year

Smoke Detectors

Many smoke detectors contain radioactive materials. A label on the back or side of the

detector will alert you to the presence of a radiation source. It is necessary to dispose of radioactive
detectors through EH&S’s Chemical and Radioactive Waste Disposal group. The detectors must be
intact for disposal.

Some smoke detectors may be exempt from these disposal requirements; contact EH&S at (352) 392-
8400 to determine if your smoke detectors are exempted or regulated prior to disposal.
Whenever possible, maintenance activities are encouraged to install smoke detectors which do not
contain radioactive sources. The disposal costs associated with radioactive sources will often outweigh
a less-expensive initial cost.

Smoke detectors should be delivered to Building 831 in the Surge Area on Monday, Wednesday, or
Friday from 8-9am. Shops are required to provide a written inventory to EH&S which details the 
number, make, model, and activity of each type of detector being disposed of.
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